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Highlights of News of Note to AFA Members and Veterans in Virginia:

Head’s Up for 2009 Benefit Concert for Veterans, 07 Nov 09: 

A Tribute to the Veterans of America’s Armed Forces, at the Patriot Center, Fairfax, VA. All proceeds donated to Wounded Warriors and Veterans’ Organizations.  More info online at: http://www.americanfreedomfoundation.org
Pervasive Threat to TRICARE
House and Senate are meeting in conference to iron out differences over FY 2010 National Defense Authorization Bill (HR2647, S. 1390).   At this point, TRICARE appears to be protected against steep fee increases, but Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Mike Mullen has called for increases in TRICARE fees; Dr. Gail Wilensky, co-chair of DoD Task Force on the Future of Military Health Care, has characterized TRICARE for Life “…a mistake…,” and SecDef Bob Gates claims healthcare costs “…are eating the Department alive” and the SecDef is looking  for ways and means to reduce defense spending by $50 - $60 Billion over the next five years.   {All this means we must exercise continued vigilance lest we be fragged by our ‘friends’ in DoD, even as TRICARE at its price…is no where near the value of the service given by our veterans in defense of our nation and our way of life, and what we receive is still no where near the nation’s promises made during armed conflicts or the threat of armed conflict in the past.  HR816, Military Retirees’ Health Care Protection Act, may be the lead step toward securing TRICARE, but more cosponsors are needed and there is no parallel initiative in the Senate.  We need to make sure our Members of Congress know how important TRICARE is for all of us.
Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) and Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) remains a major headache and worry for widows and widowers.  Under current law, SBP is reduced dollar-for-dollar by  the amount of compensation received from DIC.  Under the FY08 NDAA, a $50 monthly survivor indemnity allowance went to survivors of retired servicemembers who died as a result of service connected injuries, but that relief pales in face of the monthly $1, 154 DIC offset.   What is needed is an end to the legalized thievery.   We need to make sire our Members of Congress know congressionally sanctioned thievery needs to be eliminated, especially in the Senate version of the FY2010 NDAA proposal.
USVA awards funds for the Southwest Virginia Veterans’ Cemetery at Dublin, VA.    The grant funds of $7,218,366 to the Commonwealth of Virginia, permits the first phase of construction on approximately 24 acres of the parcel transferred from the Radford Army Ammunition Plant last year.  This initiative was one that was spearheaded by our AFA chapter in concert with other veterans’ organizations and the Joint Leadership Council of the Commonwealth of Virginia over the past several years.
Copies of Military Records

As reported in our earlier quarterly reports, veterans and their next-of-kin can now obtain free copies of their DD Form 214 (Report of Separation) and other military and medical records by contacting the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC).  (For more information, Google NPRC and click on Request Military Records.)  But, Kevin Lavin has provided news of a new channel that should be of interest to us all: check out http://www.vetrecs.archives.gov and you will find that the National Personnel Records Center is working to make it easier for veterans with computer access to the Internet to obtain copies of documents from their military files that may have been lost or whatever.  Sounds like a good idea to me and one that should offer a new benchmark for practical help to us all.
Parting Shot:   This is but a highlight of recent news of importance on veterans’ affairs, and indeed, more is popping than we can report at this time.  It remains true that a mark of our democracy is the need for eternal vigilance in the never ending national security threat our nation must face, and the need for veterans to “Check Your Six” everyday.   There are indeed bean counters at work in the bowels of the Pentagon convinced by persons like David Chu who says the few benefits we have earned in military service “…are hurtful….taking away from the nation’s ability to defend itself…”
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