
12 Sep 09

Northern Shenandoah Valley Chapter 435 Report:

1. Northern Shenandoah Valley Chapter Wins Key Aerospace Education Awards. Our Chapter has been recognized by AFA Headquarters as the 2009 best medium-size chapter in the nation for Excellence in Aerospace Education. We were also notified that our Chapter was one of 26 nationwide (out of 288) to receive the Aerospace Education Achievement Award. Congratulations are in order to our VP for Aerospace Education, Colonel Tom Shepherd, for his hard work in making these awards possible. (See photo of Achievement Award and presentation by AFA Vice Chairman Jim Lauducci to Tom Shepherd on August 23.) In addition, Tom informed us that he recently received notice from the Society for Analytical Chemists of Pittsburgh that a funding request from Sacred Heart Academy in Winchester was approved and a check sent to the school to further scientific education; this $570 grant was the result of Tom‘s contacting the Society earlier in 2009. [Suggest using photo Aerospace Education Achievement Award 2009 and photo 5AFA, Jim Lauducci discussing Aerospace Education Award before presentation to Tom Shepherd.] 

2. August 23 Chapter Get-Together at Tom Shepherd’s Home. On Sunday, August 23, approximately 25 members and guests gathered at Tom Shepherd’s West Virginia home for a “pot-luck” dinner. A good time was had by all. Also, Kim Dooley, our Chapter Teacher of the Year, received an AFA Virginia State certificate recognizing her selection. Chief Norm Brander, our new Chapter President, received a Virginia State citation for his outstanding service to AFA; this award was a pre-cursor to his receipt of the AFA National Medal of Merit. (See photos.) [Suggest using AFA2a, Tom Shepherd presenting certificate to Kim Dooley, and 10AFA, Norm Haller presenting citation to Norm Brander.]

3. Chapter Hosts Vets at Baseball Game. On July 30 our Chapter hosted 32 veterans from the Martinsburg West Virginia Veterans Hospital at a Winchester Royals baseball game. (See photos.) A dozen local Chapter members and guests were also there. Jim Phillips, our VP for Veterans Affairs, organized the event in connection with staff from the hospital. Before the game began, the announcer told the fans about our chapter's sponsorship, and one of the veterans was chosen to throw out the first pitch. The Royals lost to the Haymarket team, but the vets enjoyed the outing very much. The fans were very appreciative of the veterans’ service. [Suggest using photos 1291, 1287, 1288, 1294, 1295, which show Air Force veteran Stacy Pogue preparing to throw out the first pitch, followed by photos of vets in the stands and along the first-base side fence.]

4. Letters-to-Soldiers Group Supports Local Wounded Veteran and Deployed Personnel from Martinsburg. In early July Stephanie Portillo, our VP for Membership, forwarded an email from the injured Soldier for whom a Snack Sale was held during the Summer School at Randolph-Macon Academy. That email reads as follows: … This is SSG Arthur Bunky Woods, Dianne Travers e-mailed me the write up about the fundraiser you are doing to raise money for house. And I just wanted to say thank you so much for everything you are doing and have done in the past. I remember all the letters I got from the students from RMA and they were truly a blessing while I was in the hospital. Again thank you very much you and your students are all patriots, may God bless you and God bless America. Bunky Woods.

In addition, R-MA students sent  XXX letters during September to our deployed personnel, including five from Martinsburg ANG Base in West Virginia. 


Finally, Mrs. Portillo notified us of three personnel receiving letters who have returned safely. … We have been writing to and praying for two members of the R-MA Family serving in the Iraqi war from the time they deployed and I am proud (and relieved) to say that they have both completed their deployment … Mitch Hubbard’s son Luke is home safe and sound and Malcolm Barr, Jr. (an R-MA Alum) is currently in Kuwait due to arrive in San Antonio [soon]. I might also add that for a short time we corresponded with Trae Neese (another R-MA Alum) during his deployment and he was able to visit with us for our 2009 Graduation. This is a wonderful way to start our new school year and jump start our AnySodlier.com Program with additional letters for more troops. Many families and communities have not been as fortunate as we have so I would ask that we continue to pray for and support our troops and their families in any way possible.

5. Chapter Members McManus and Gamache Arrange Visit by Randolph-Macon Cadets to Martinsburg ANG Base (extract from article by Staff Sgt. Sherree Grebenstein: September 3, 2009).
Learning what it takes to be leaders in the military - that was the mission objective for more than 45 juniors and seniors from Randolph-Macon Academy who recently visited the 167th Airlift Wing of the West Virginia Air National Guard. … 

"This was a natural choice," said Lt. Col. Ronald McManus, a senior aerospace science instructor at Randolph-Macon Academy … Although this was the first time for such a visit to the 167th Airlift Wing, Chief Master Sgt. Mary A. Gamache - an aerospace science instructor at the academy - said she hopes a partnership between the military school and the base will develop. Prior to touring a C-5 Galaxy aircraft, the air traffic control tower and learning about the intricacies of the air crew flight equipment section, cadets heard from members of the unit about what makes for good military leadership. [Use photo from article.]

6. Master Sergeant Steve Pederson Recognized for Outstanding Service. On YYY Chapter President Norm Haller presented the AFA’s Pewter Cup award to Steve Pederson, our VP for Communications. This award recognized his continued excellence in preparing the Chapter newsletters. Thank you Steve! (See photo.)

7. Chapter Treasurer's Wife Aids Scholarship Fund. During the Summer, Kathy Tagnesi sold several bags of golf balls to golf enthusiasts at the Winchester Hospital; her efforts provided additional funds to support the AFA/R-MA Scholarship Fund at Randolph-Macon Academy. Chapter Treasurer John Tagnesi submitted checks totaling $XX to the school. Thank you Kathy and Winchester Hospital golfers! (See photo of Kathy and John Tagnesi.) 

8. Critical Debate. Below is an article by AFA National Director Scott Van Cleef regarding our nation’s Air Forces. Please read it. One excerpt is as follows: 

… A prime responsibility of government is to “provide for the common defense.”  The 2010 DOD budget sets us on the wrong path. …  
9. Election Results. Beginning October 1, our newly elected officers will be Norm Brander, President; Norm Haller, Vice President; Kathleen Kays, Secretary; and John Tagnesi, Treasurer. 

10. Hair Station Renews for Third Year as Chapter Community Partner. On July 31 Hair Station owner Joy Kuser received from Norm Haller and Kathleen Kays, our new Chapter Secretary, the third button for her faithful service as a Community Partner with Chapter 435. Many thanks, Joy. (See photo.) 

