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First things first --
thank you all for
the opportunity to
serve as the
Chapter Presi-
dent this year. |
am deeply in-
debted to Jim

- McQuire and
Scott Van Cleef, the previous two
Chapter Presidents, who have
made Chapter 285 one of the best
AFA chapters in the state, as
shown by our selection as the Na-
tional Medium-Sized Chapter of
the Year. We have great talent in
this chapter, with a great slate of
new officers. Please review the offi-
cer bios on pages 2-3 of our last
(Jul-Sep 09) newsletter. | think you
will agree with me that this is a
uniquely talented group. | would
also like to welcome one new

member to our leadership team.
Major Jeff Pruitt, USAF (Ret), from
William Byrd HS AFJROTC has
agreed to be the Vice President for
Veteran’s Affairs. My biggest goal
for this year is to expand the num-
ber of Chapter members participat-
ing in our many activities. Whether
it's attending the quarterly meet-
ings, the next of which is on 18 No-
vember, or helping out with a visit
to a VA hospital or supporting an
AFJROTC or AFSROTC activity,
we can always use more help. If
you have a special interest area, a
unique story to tell an eager group
of ROTC cadets or civic group, or
would just like to be a general vol-
unteer for Chapter activities, please
contact me ASAP. Thanks again
for the privilege of being your
chapter president.
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The next AFA Chapter meeting will be 18 November 2009, 6:30pm at the Vinton War Memorial
The Guest Speaker will be Lt Col Robert (Hoppy) Hopkins. He will be discussing his experiences in

Vietnam as a F-100 pilot.

SEND YOUR DINNER RESERVATION FORM ASAP.
The form is on the back page of this newsletter.

Send your reservations and payment by

11 Nov 2009 to

Kevin Fuccella (mailing info is on the form)
Cadet sponsorship information and Guest speaker

bio is on page 2.

Agenda
6:30pm—Social
7:00 pm—Welcome/
Business
7:15 pm—Dinner
8:10pm—Speaker
8:45 pm—Final com-
ments
9:00 pm —Adjourn




Through the generosity of our membership, approximately 15-20 high school and college AFROTC
cadets typically attend our dinner meetings. If you would like to sponsor all or a part of a cadets din-
ner cost, please contact Robin Thompson at dr.robin.thompson@gmail.com or call 540-460-7143.
Thanks in advance for your generosity!

Robert (Hoppy) Hopkins, Lt Col, USAF (Ret.)

Bob (Hoppy) Hopkins was commissioned through the Aviation Cadet Program
in 1961. Bob’s first five years in the USAF were in Strategic Air Command as
a navigator. In 1966 he entered pilot training, graduating #4 in his class of
110 and chose to fly the F-100 Super Sabre.

As an F-100 pilot, in 1967 he was assigned to the 531st Tactical Fighter
Squadron at Bien Hoa, AB, Republic of Vietnam. During the next 13 months
he flew 303 combat missions and experienced his base being partially over-
run during the January 1968 Tet Offensive. While in Vietnam he earned the
Silver Star, Distinguished Flying Cross (20LC) and the Air Medal (150LC).

In 1970 he transitioned into the F-111 and was a Squadron Commander in that aircraft when he re-
tired in 1982.

Col. Hopkins is a member of the AFA and is currently President of the Military Officers Association
chapter in Lexington, VA. He will be our guest speaker at the 18 Nov quarterly meeting, and will be
discussing his experiences in Vietnam as an F-100 pilot.

Contracted Air Force Cadets at VMI

In October 2009, 25 cadets made a commitment to serve in the United States Air Force. The
fully qualified scholarship winners and those who just completed field training, made the decision to
contract. Contracting shows the Air Force that the cadet is set on the commissioning track and that
they are willing to go through the rigorous training to become an Air Force officer. USAF Detach-
ment 880 at VMI would like to congratulate these cadets for taking the first step in serving in the best
Air Force in the world!
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To commemorate the tragic events of September 11", 2001, the
cadets of the Virginia Military Institute’s Air Force ROTC Detachment 880
completed a special session of physical training. After first finishing a de-
manding run to neighboring Washington and Lee University’s “Ruins,”
the cadets then performed 2,749 pushups to account for every American
life lost that fateful day. First Alpha flight performed 400 pushups distrib-
uted evenly amongst the flight members, followed by Bravo, Charlie,
Delta, and Echo. Field Training Prep Flight performed a total of 749
pushups. Each flight member performed their share of pushups simulta-
neously with the other members of their flight while other flights ob-
served. This held special meaning to the cadets, many of whom felt con-
nected to those lost. Immediately following the completion of the exer-
cises, Colonel Steve Amato addressed the cadets on the significance of
the pushups and on the sacrifice of service being made now by airmen

| can see, and that is why | can
be so happy, in what you call the
dark, but which to me is golden.
| can see a God-made world, no
a man-made world.
—Helen Keller

Chapter 285
Community Partners
Let’s Support Them!

R & K Engineering, Inc.
Bob Adams

1700 Blue Hills Drive
Roanoke, VA 24012

Tel: 540-343-7300
www.rkeng.com

Ronald W. Gibbs, MBA,
CLTC

RVA Financial Specialists
2001 S. Main Street, Ste #204B
Blacksburg, VA 24060
Tel: 540-443-3612
www.rvafinancial.com

Marion L. Powell, CPA
3959 Electric Rd. SW, Ste 30
Roanoke, VA 24018

Tel: 540-772-3151

Spring Lake Farm
James T. Lucas, Jr.
4711 Dry Valley Road
Radford, VA 24141
Tel: 540-382-4681

Do you know a
business or someong
who can support the]

AFA mission?

Recruit them as a
community partner.




News to Know

AFA Daily Report Defense Accounting and Finance Service.
http://www.airforce-magazine.com/ Stay up to date on pay issues.
subscriptionmanager/Pages/default.aspx http://www.dfas.mil/

AFA Blog. Issue of interest from AFA Post 9/11 Gl Bill. Provides financial support for
http://www.airforceassociation.blogspot.com education and housing to individuals with at

least 90 days of service on or after 11 Sep

Contact Elected Officials 2001. http://www.qibill.va.gov

http://www.usa.gov/contact/elected.shtml

AFJROTC Marksmanship and Drill Competitions

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

‘Marksmanship Competition
§30 October Big Orange Classic, Heritage High School, Lynchburg, VA

Drill Competition
31 October Big Orange Classic, Heritage High School, Lynchburg, VA

iMarch Mustang Drill Comp, Monticello H.S., Charlottesville, VA
118-20 March Air Force Nationals, Macon, GA

iApriI Roanoke Valley Drill Comp

24 April AFA State Championships, Richmond, VA

' 1-4 May JROTC Nationals, Daytona Beach, FL

Air Force Memorial Ornament

— Numbered, Limited Edition
This beautiful, distinguished ornament is the first in AFA's
new numbered, limited edition Ornament Collection. The
spires of the Air Force Memorial are surrounded by a silver
star with red, white and blue highlights. The details include
the Pentagon in the background. Only 2,500 have been
produced and no more will be made. $25 plus $5 Shipping
and Handling To order go to: http://afa.tranguard.com/
details.asp?
item_id=539&tgs=1962475:1934632&cart_id=




EC Glass Cadets Tour the Nation’s Capitol

Seventy cadets and chaperones from the Air Force JROTC and Marine Corps JROTC units at EC
Glass and Heritage High Schools, respectively took part in a joint overnight field trip to Washington DC 8-10
Oct 09. Highlights of the trip included an inside tour of The Pentagon and the US Capitol, visits to the Air and
Space Museums in Washington DC and Dulles International Airport, along with time to explore the monu-
ments and museums on the National Mall.

The group left Lynchburg around 7:30 am on two activity busses driven by Colonel Thompson and
SMSgt Dougherty on Thursday, 8 Oct with the first stop being The Pentagon for a noon tour of the inside of
building. The cadets were amazed at the vastness of the building which accommodates 20,000+ employees
and has numerous amenities including restaurants, banks, and a post office, in addition to miles of hallways.
After the inside tour the group visited the adjacent Pentagon Memorial dedicated to the Pentagon employees
and passengers on Flight 77 which crashed into the Pentagon on 11 September 2001.

After leaving The Pentagon the group arrived at Arlington Cemetery to watch the Changing of the
Guard ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknowns. The group was unexpectedly treated to a much more elabo-
rate ceremony when they arrived at the Tomb. A delegation from the United Arab Emirates was laying a
wreath at the Tomb. For this event the ceremony included ceremonial guards from each of the services along
with the Marine Band playing the national anthems of both the UAE and the US. After this exciting ceremony,
the group stopped by President Kennedy’s gravesite on the way back down to the busses. After leaving Ar-
lington the group endured a maddening 2-hour, 30-mile trip in DC rush hour traffic south on Interstate 95 to
Prince William Park, where they were billeted in rustic cabins and cooked their own meals in the adjacent din-
ing hall.

After a full day of exploring the National Mall sights on Friday the cadets participated in a talent show
after dinner in the chow hall with cadets from both corps performing songs, skits, and variety acts to entertain
the group. After the show the cadets roasted marshmallows and made S’Mores around the campfire before
hitting the sack. Saturday’s first stop was the US Capitol building where they got and inside guided tour and a
few minutes to visit the visitor exhibition hall and the gift shop. After leaving the Capitol, the group headed to
the Udvar-Hazy Air & Space Museum at Dulles International Airport to view cool military aircraft on display
including World War Il area planes alongside modern jet aircraft. After leaving Dulles the group headed back
down US 29 and arrived back tired, but satisfied around 8pm. Thank goodness (or good planning) for a 4-day
weekend with no school on Monday .



AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION WEB SITE LINKS

AFA National: (www.afa.org)
Virginia AFA: (www.virginiaafa.org/VAAEA)
Roanoke Chapter 285 AFA: (www.virginiaafa.org/Chap285)

Roanoke Chapter 285 Officers - Year 2009-2010

President:

Jim Tubbs 540-463-7024 (CCMstpats@em bargmail.com)
Vice President:

Robin Thompson  540-460-7143 (dr.rob in.thompson@gmail.com)
Secretary:

Tom Moncure 540-463-9316 (moncuretb@v mi.edu)
Treasurer:

Kevin Fuccella 540-529-8127 (afa285@com cast.net)
V.P. Aerospace Education:

Paul Richardson 540-966-4477 (paulthebul |dog@aol.com)
VP Membership:

James H. McGuire*** 540-343-7300 (jim.mcguire@rke ng.com)
V.P. for Programming

Scott Van Cleef * 540-473-8681 (sp vancleef@gmail.com)
V.P. Communications:

John Ree** 540-772-4446 (jree @cox.net)
V.P. Newsletter:

Jay Thompson 540-460-0608 (jay.thompson .vmi@gmail.com)
V.P. Veterans Affairs:

Jeff Pruitt 719-325-6262 (jeffrey.pruitt@yaho o.com)
V.P. Special Programs

George W. McKay 540-365-7208 (gwmckay@h ughes.net) *

*National Director ~ ** State Vice President (We st Region) ***State EXCOM
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Quarterly Roanoke AFA Chapter Dinner Reservation F  orm

Thursday 18 Nov 2009

Location: Vinton War Memorial 814 E. Washington Str  eet, Vinton, VA 24179

Name:

Phone. No:

Email address:
Members & Guests = $23.00 # of dinners: X$23.00=9%
Cadets = $18.00 # of dinners: X $18.00 =%

Donation for Roanoke Chapter’s Education Fund:= $

Donation for Cadet Sponsorship Program
Total Submitted: $

=%

Reservations are required. Please return form and payment by 11 Nov 2009

(Make checks payable to AFA Chapter 285)

Mail to : Kevin Fuccella, Treasurer, 648 White Oak Dr. Blue Ridge, VA 24064



