
AFA’s “Medium Size Chapter of the Year 2005 and 2009” National Award Winner 
“Exceptional Service, Communications 2006” National Award Winner 
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The next AFA Chapter meeting will be 17 September 2009, 6:30pm at the Vinton War Memoria l. 
The Guest Speaker will be BGen Jay Santee. BGen Santee is currently the Principal Director, Office 
of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Strategic Capabilities); Office of the Assistant Secre-
tary of Defense (Special Operations/Low-Intensity Conflict and Interdependent Capabilities); Office 
of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, the Pentagon, Washington, D.C. Come see what the 
future holds in the areas of missile defense; nuclear forces; global strike; space; and information op-
erations, including computer network operations.  
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Schools are open and  
the Roanoke chapter 
is getting back to 
work.  First thing on 
the agenda—the 
quarterly dinner on 
17 September. Bring 

a few friends to help us celebrate 
our selection as the National Me-
dium-Sized Chapter of the Year 
as well as the award of a National 
Medal of Merit to Tom Moncure 
and a State President Award for 
Robin Thompson.  
 This will also be the election 
of new officers. Please review the 
officer nominations on pages 2-3.  
As you can see, my time as the 
chapter president has nearly ex-
pired. I’ve enjoyed the opportunity 

to move the chapter in a new direc-
tion, but it’s time for me to do 
something else to support our 
chapter. I plan to focus my efforts 
on membership recruiting to help 
boost our aerospace education 
fund. We can always use more 
help, so if you have a special inter-
est area or would like to fill a cur-
rent officer vacancy, please contact 
me ASAP.   
 On a more somber  note, we 
have two chapter members dealing 
with medical situations—John 
Ree’s wife Dottie is under hospice 
care and Bill Harry is battling amy-
loidosis.   Please keep them in your 
thoughts and prayers. 
 Thanks for the privilege of 
being your chapter president.  

Agenda 
6:30pm—Social 
7:00 pm—Welcome/
Business     
7:15 pm—Dinner 
8:10pm—Speaker  
8:45 pm—Final comments 
9:00 pm —Adjourn 
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SEND YOUR DINNER RESERVATION FORM ASAP .  

The form is on the back page of this newsletter.  
Please send your reservations and payment by 10 Sep  2009 to  

Kevin Fuccella (mailing info is on the form) . 
Cadet sponsorship information is on page 2 and  

Guest speaker bio is on page 5 
 



 

President- Jim Tubbs, Lexington 

Jim is currently our chapter Vice President and is being nominated for 
the position of President. Jim has been actively involved in the chapter 
for the last four years since moving to Lexington.  Jim is a native Texan 
who graduated from the U.S. Air Force Academy in 1980.  He attended 
pilot training at Reese AFB, TX, and later flew the O-2A and F-16 on ac-
tive duty.  He also served two tours in the Pentagon, on the Air Staff and 
OSD staff, and two years on the staff at HQ USAFE in addition to his fly-
ing assignments.  Jim was the Professor of Aerospace Studies at VMI 
until 2008 and then retired as a Colonel after 28 years of active duty ser-
vice.   He is now the Catholic Campus Minister at St Patrick’s Catholic 
Church in Lexington, VA.  Jim and his wife Sharon have two grown chil-
dren – James and Elizabeth. 
 

 
Vice-President – Robin Thompson, Glasgow 
Robin is being nominated for the position of Chapter Vice President. 
She is a lifetime member of AFA and has been a member of the chap-
ter since 2006. She currently prepares the newsletter for the chapter 
and received the VA State President’s Award for 2009. Robin grew up 
in St. Paul, MN and was commissioned as an officer in the USAF in 
1985. While on active duty, she was a Security Forces Officer at Ells-
worth AFB and a Defense Force Commander for the Ground Launched 
Cruise Missiles at RAF Greenham Common. In 1997 she began work-
ing as a Special Agent with the Air Force Office of Special Investiga-
tions. Robin moved to the Glasgow area in 2005 and lives with her hus-
band Jay. In March 2008, Robin received a Doctor of Management in 
Organizational Leadership and currently teaches online for Henley-
Putnam University. She also conducts security clearance background 
investigations as an independent contractor for agencies within the 
Dept of Homeland Security. She has three children. Sean received his commission in the USAF in 
Dec 08 and is attending Intel School in TX, Courtney is a sophomore at VCU in Richmond, and Ash-
ley is a senior at Rockbridge County High School. 
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Through the generosity of our membership, approximately 15-20 high school and college AFROTC 
cadets typically attend our dinner meetings.  If you would like to sponsor all or a part of a cadets din-
ner cost, please contact Jim Tubbs at CCMstpats@embarqmail.com or 540-463-7024. Thanks in 
advance for your generosity! 



 
Secretary- Thomas Moncure, Lexington 

Tom has served as the Chapter Secretary 
since 2005 and he is responsible for maintain-
ing  the chapter’s administrative requirements 
(meeting minutes, quarterly reports, and officer 
rosters).  His exceptional efforts earned him the 
AFA National Medal of Merit for 2009. He 
would like to continue to serve the chapter in 
his current position. Tom has been a member 
of AFA since his graduation from VMI in 1972.  
He served in the USAF for 30 years as a pilot 
in bomber, fighter, and trainer aircraft as well 
as in numerous staff positions both in the U.S. 
and overseas.  Tom retired from the USAF in 

2002 after commanding the ROTC detachment at VMI and is currently 
the VMI Inspector General.  He lives in Lexington with his wife Sally. 
They have three children. 
 
Treasurer -Kevin Fuccella, Blue Ridge 

Kevin Fuccella is the current treasurer for AFA 
Chapter 285. Kevin is a life member of the AFA 
and became a member of Chapter 285 after his 
retirement from the Air Force in 2007.  He retired 
at the rank of Master Sergeant. He served 13 
years as an electrician in Civil Engineering and 
finished the last 7 years as an Enlisted and Officer 
recruiter.  He now is the Aerospace Science In-
structor at Franklin County High School’s JROTC 
unit. He lives in Blue Ridge with his wife Xinia. 
 

Other Vice President Officer Positions 
(appointed)  
VP Aerospace Education: Paul Richardson 
VP Fundraising: VACANT 
VP Communications: John Ree 
VP Community Outreach (Multiple Locations): VACANT* 
VP Membership: Jim McGuire* 
VP Newsletter: Jay Thompson 
VP of Programming: Scott Van Cleef 
VP Veteran’s Affairs: VACANT 
VP Special Programs: George McKay 
Civil Air Patrol Liaison: Jonathan Ayers*  
 
* Needs additional volunteers 
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Chapter 285  
Community Partners 
Let’s Support Them! 

 
R & K Engineering, Inc. 
Bob Adams 
1700 Blue Hills Drive 
Roanoke, VA 24012 
Tel: 540-343-7300 
www.rkeng.com 
 
Ronald W. Gibbs, MBA, 
CLTC 
RVA Financial Specialists 
2001 S. Main Street, Ste #206B 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 
Tel: 540-443-3612 
www.rvafinancial.com 
 
Marion L. Powell, CPA 
3959 Electric Rd. SW, Ste 301 
Roanoke, VA 24018 
Tel: 540-772-3151 
 
Spring Lake Farm 
James T. Lucas, Jr. 
4711 Dry Valley Road 
Radford, VA 24141 
Tel: 540-382-4681 
 

Do you know a  
business or someone 
who can support the 

AFA mission?  
 

Recruit them as a 
community partner. 



 

In March 2009, 140 cadets from Air Force ROTC Detachment 875 at Virginia Tech received an orientation 
flight on an Air Force C-130J “Super Hercules” aircraft from the 48th Airlift Squadron at Little Rock AFB, Ar-
kansas. The C-130J primarily performs tactical airlift missions; however, it can be configured for different mis-
sions including weather reconnaissance, aeromedical, airlift support, disaster relief and humanitarian mis-
sions.  The C-130J, the newest in the C-130 series, entered the Air Force inventory in 1999 and incorporates 
state-of-the-art technology to reduce manpower requirements and lower operating and support costs.       

The flights were preceded on Friday, March 20 with a presentation by the aircrew in Shultz Dining Hall.  The 
aircrew briefed the cadets on the capabilities and missions of the aircraft, safety procedures on the aircraft 
and details about Saturday’s flight plans.  They also gave brief backgrounds on their careers.  At 8:30 on Sat-
urday March 21st, the first group left from Shultz parking lot bound for the municipal airport in Roanoke, VA.  
Upon arrival, the C-130J was prepped and the crew ready for a busy day of flying.  

The cadets were issued earplugs by the flight crew before stepping to the aircraft.  The Air Force ROTC ca-
dets filed up the cargo ramp of the Hercules and into the interior which  had been configured for carrying pas-
sengers by having the wall mounted troop-seats folded down for the cadets to sit in.  After buckling seat belts 
SSgt Nick Palmer, the loadmaster on the flight, gave another safety briefing and showed cadets where to the 
find the all important air sickness bags.  A few moments later, the whine of the starting turbo prop engines 
pierced the air as the flight crew went about their start up procedures.  

Within minutes the C-130J was rolling down the taxi way, its cargo of cadets strapped in and eager to take 
off.  As the plane took off with a cacophony of noise, the cadets were thrown sideways into their restraints as 
the pilots increased the pitch on the propellers to max performance. The metal beast bounced and lurched its 
way down the runway and quickly took to the skies, pressing its passengers into their seats from the g-forces 
of the steep ascent.  

Once airborne, the C-130 crew began to navigate towards Virginia Tech.  They banked and maneuvered the 
aircraft in ways to mimic flight patterns during a combat operational sortie.  The pilots carved between moun-
tains, popped up over ridges, and rolled and pitched while many cadets in the back grabbed frantically for 
their air sickness bags. Many of the cadets were not fortunate enough to be seated by a window and were 
unable to orient themselves with the ground, leaving their inner ear confused amidst all of the directional 
changes.  Many cadets kept their eyes closed and their heads laid back so as to minimize the sensory input 
and keep from getting sick. Others appeared unaffected by the montage of forces acting upon their stomachs, 
while still others were discovering that cereal and milk, or McDonalds had definitely not been the best choice 
for breakfast.  

Throughout the flight, cadets were able to leave their seats one at a time and survey the scenery rushing past 
below.  They also got to sit with the pilots in the cockpit to observe their work and experience the view from 
the front of the plane!  Midway into the flight the loadmaster opened the cargo bay doors and lowered the 

ramp so the cadets were able to see the 
terrain below – and the timing was perfect 
to allow a great view of campus – across 
the drill field, over Torgersen Bridge toward 
Main Street!  After landing at the Roanoke 
airport, the cadets exited the aircraft, some 
empty handed, others holding their souvenir
-filled plastic bags, but all of them smiling 
and bantering back and forth about the 
flight.  

To read the full story, please see  our chap-
ter website. 
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Brig. Gen. Jay G. Santee is Principal Director, Office of the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Strategic Capabilities); 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Special Opera-
tions/Low-Intensity Conflict and Interdependent Capabilities); 
Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, the Penta-
gon, Washington, D.C. He is responsible for providing policy 
advice and support to the Secretary of Defense and other sen-
ior Department of Defense leaders by formulating, recommend-
ing, integrating, and implementing policies and strategies to 
improve United States strategic capabilities. This encompasses 
DOD policy relating to requirements, capability development, 
operations, declaratory policy, employment, and international 
cooperation or agreements in the areas of missile defense; nu-
clear forces; global strike; space; and information operations, 
including computer network operations.  

General Santee entered the Air Force as a distinguished 
graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy. He has served on the 
Pentagon staffs of the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force 
(Acquisition) and the Department of the Navy (Research, Development and Acquisition). The gen-
eral has also served as Vice Commander of the 14th Air Force, Air Forces Strategic, and as an op-
erations division chief in U.S. Space Command. His commands include a space warning squadron, 
space operations group and a space wing.  

During Operation Iraqi Freedom, he was Director of the 14th Air Force Air and Space Operations 
Center where he planned, tasked and directed joint space forces in support of worldwide military op-
erations. In 2004, he served as the Director of Space Forces at the 1st Air Force Combined Air and 
Space Operations Center at Tyndall AFB, Fla., throughout relief and recovery operations resulting 
from hurricanes Katrina and Rita. General Santee has more than 1,800 flying hours in the F-111 and 
EF-111, including more than 120 combat hours during Operation Desert Storm. 
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The AFJROTC units are gearing up for a new year.  
Updated news will be provided in the next AFA Chapt er 285 Newsletter.  

Our AFJROTC units:  
EC Glass (Lynchburg), Franklin County (Rocky Mount) ;Patrick Henry (Roanoke), Powell Val-

ley (Big Stone Gap); Richlands (Richlands); (Willia m Byrd (Vinton); William Fleming 
(Roanoke);  

Our Civil Air Patrol unit:  
Roanoke Composite Squadron (Roanoke) 
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Contact Elected Officials 
http://www.usa.gov/contact/elected.shtml 

Defense Accounting and Finance Service. 
Stay up to date on pay issues.  
http://www.dfas.mil/ 

Post 9/11 GI Bill. Find. Provides financial 
support for education and housing to individu-
als with at least 90 days of service on or after 

AFA Daily Report 
http://www.airforce-magazine.com/
subscriptionmanager/Pages/default.aspx 

AFA Blog. Issue of interest from AFA 
http://www.airforceassociation.blogspot.com 

Bill Harry Caring Bridge Site. Stay updated on 
and contact Bill Harry.  
http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/billharry 

News to Know 

AFA Chapter Annual Award Winners 

Chapter 285 recognized our annual award winners on 11 April 2009(from left to right):  
Chapter Presidents Award: Kevin Fuccella; William Byrd AFJROTC Cadet of the Year: Cadet 
Robert Semones; Chapter Teacher of the Year: Tom Chester ; District Teacher of the Year: Molly 
Bullington ; Civil Air Patrol Cadet of the Year: Cadet Dominique Litchford; Franklin County 
AFJROTC Cadet of the Year: Cadet Jeanette Remmert; Chapter Member of the Year: Robin 
Thompson ; EC Glass AFJROTC Cadet of the Year: Cadet Michael Hale; Award Presenter: Gen 
(ret) Greg Martin; Det 875 Company Grade Officer of the Year: Capt Chris Anderson; Chapter 
Presidents Award: Jay Thompson; Det 880 Company Grade Officer of the Year: Capt Sabrina 
Sparkman; Det 880 Non-Commissioned Officer of the Year: TSgt Tabitha Jones; Det 880 Field 
Grade Officer of the Year: Maj Stephani Hunsinger; Chapter Presidents Award: Joe Johnson  
NOT PICTURED: Patrick Henry AFJROTC Cadet of the Year: Cadet Christopher Irby 
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Roanoke Chapter 285 Officers - Year 2008-2009  
President/VP Membership:  
 James H. McGuire***  540-343-7300       (jim.mcgui re@rkeng.com) 
Vice President:   
 Jim Tubbs                540-463-7024 (CCMstpats@e mbarqmail.com) 
Secretary:  
 Thomas B. Moncure  540-463-9316           (moncure tb@vmi.edu) 
Treasurer:  
 Kevin Fuccella     540-529-8127                (af a285@comcast.net) 
V.P. Aerospace Education:   
 Paul Richardson    540-966-4477          (paultheb ulldog@aol.com) 
V.P. for Programming  
 Scott Van Cleef *       540-473-8681             ( spvancleef@gmail.com) 
V.P. Communications:  
 John Ree**               540-772-4446                               (jree@cox.net) 
V.P. Newsletter:  
 Robin Thompson     540-460-7143 (dr.robin.thompson @gmail.com) 
V.P. Veterans Affairs:    
 William T. Harry    540-387-0866          (88harry @comcast.net) 
V.P. Special Programs 
 George W. McKay   540-365-7208               (gwmc kay@hughes.net) * 
*National Director      ** State Vice President (We st Region)      ***State EXCOM 

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION WEB SITE LINKS 
 

AFA National: (www.afa.org) 
Virginia AFA: (www.virginiaafa.org/VAAFA) 

Roanoke Chapter 285 AFA: (www.virginiaafa.org/Chap285)  

Quarterly Roanoke AFA Chapter Dinner  Reservation F orm 
Thursday 17 Sep 2009  

Location: Vinton War Memorial 814 E. Washington Str eet, Vinton, VA 24179 
 

Name:________________________________ 
Phone. No:____________ 
Email address:_______________________________________________ 
 
  Members & Guests = $23.00   # of dinners: _____X $23.00 = $______ 
  Cadets = $18.00         # of dinners: _____X $18.00  = $______ 

           Donation for Roanoke Chapter’s Education Fund: = $______
    Donation for Cadet Sponsorship Program  = $______ 
    Total Submitted:      $___________  
 
Reservations are required.  Please return form and payment by 10 Sep 2009 . 

(Make checks payable to AFA Chapter 285) 
Mail to : Kevin Fuccella, Treasurer, 648 White Oak Dr.  Blue Ridge, VA 24064 


